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EXAMPLE COMPELLING QUESTIONS TO ASK IN LITERATURE CLASS 
 
COMPELLING QUESTIONS FROM THE READ-ALOUD FAMILY BY SARAH MACKENZIE 
 

1. What does the character want, and why can’t he or she have it?  
2. Should he or she have done that? 
3. How is X like Y? OR How is X different from Y? 
4. Who is the most (insert virtue, vice, or character trait) in this story? When was the 

moment he or she showed the most (insert virtue, vice, or character trait)? 
5. What does this story or character remind you of? 
6. What is the character most afraid of? 
7. What surprised you most? 
8. Which character most reminds you of yourself? 
9. What is something you don’t want to forget from this book (or this chapter)? 

 
QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER FOR YOUNGER STUDENTS 
 

1. Plot and Structure: What was the most exciting or surprising part of the story, and why?  
2. Characters: Who was your favorite character in the story? What makes them special or 

interesting to you? 
3. Themes: What lesson or big idea do you think the story is trying to teach, like being kind 

or courageous? Can you think of a time you learned something similar? 
4. Setting: Where does the story happen? How would the story be different if it took place 

somewhere else, like a jungle or outer space? 
5. Conflict: What problem did the characters have to solve? How would you have solved it if 

you were in the story? 
6. Symbolism: Did anything in the story, like a special object or animal, seem extra 

important? What do you think it meant? 
7. Emotional Impact: Which part of the story made you feel happy, sad, or scared? Why did 

it make you feel that way? 
8. Author’s Intent: Why do you think the author wrote this story? What did they want you 

to think about or feel? 
9. Open-Ended Questions: If you could jump into the story, what would you do or say to 

the characters?  

  



Copyright © 2025 Hillsdale College. All Rights Reserved. 

QUESTIONS TO CONSIDER FOR OLDER STUDENTS 
 

1. Plot and Structure: What pivotal moment in the story feels like the turning point, and 
how does it shi the direction of the narrative? OR What did the character do, and why 
did that choice matter?  

2. Characters: Which character’s decision or action surprised you most, and what does it 
reveal about their deeper motivations or flaws? 

3. emes: What central theme or moral question does the story seem to explore, and how 
does it resonate with real-life experiences or dilemmas? 

4. Setting: How does the story’s setting—time, place, or atmosphere—shape the characters’ 
choices or the plot’s outcome? 

5. Conflict: What is the main conflict driving the story, and do you think it could have been 
resolved differently? Why or why not? 

6. Symbolism: Are there any objects, events, or details in the story that seem to carry 
symbolic weight? What might they represent? 

7. Emotional Impact: Which moment in the story evoked the strongest emotional response 
for you, and what about the writing made it so powerful? 

8. Author’s Intent: What message or perspective do you think the author is trying to convey, 
and how effectively do they communicate it? 

9. Open-Ended Questions: If you could ask one character a question, what would it be, and 
why? 

 
FOLLOW UP QUESTIONS 
 

1. What makes you say that? OR What part of the story made you think that? 
2. Can you give me an example? 
3. How do you know that’s true (or right or correct)? 
4. Can you tell me more? 
5. Why do you think that happened? 
6. Do you agree or disagree? Why? 


